
i n T e r a C T i v e  s T u d e n T  n o T e b o o k

Tensions in the West 5© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute

Sections 4 to 7

For each reading section, draw a symbol to represent the settlers discussed in that section. Then fill 
in that row of the matrix. 

Who the Settlers Were Reasons for Moving West

Section 4: 
Railroad 
Builders 

(symbol)

Section 5: 
Miners 
 

(symbol)

Section 6: 
Ranchers and 
Cowboys 

(symbol)

Section 7: 
Homesteaders 
 

(symbol)
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Challenges  
Faced by Settlers

How Settlers  
Changed the West

Effect on  
American Indians
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Section 8

1. For each year on the timeline, briefly describe the federal policy or event that resulted in 
American Indians being moved onto reservations. Also draw a symbol to represent that policy 
or event. 

   

2. What do you think Sitting Bull was referring to when he said, “For when an Indian is shut in one 
place, his body becomes weak”? 

On a separate sheet of paper, write two acrostic poems about the clash of cultures that resulted from 
the settlement of the West. One poem should be from the perspective of white settlers. The other 
should be from the perspective of American Indians. Begin the lines in each poem with the letters 
in the word settlement. Two examples are given below.

Settlers’ View of  
Settlement of the West

Swiftly we came by railroad and horse.
E
T
T
L
E
M
E
N
T

American Indians’ View of  
Settlement of the West

Settlers invaded our lands from the 
East.
E
T
T
L
E
M
E
N
T 

P R O C E S S I N G

1830 18761867


